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The	story	of	Pastor	David	Wilkerson	and	gang	member,	Nicki	Cruz.Long	before	faith-based	films	became	a	regular	feature	of	mainstream	movie	theaters,	there	was	The	Cross	and	The	Switchblade.	It	went	on	to	become	a	worldwide	ministry	phenomenon	and	it	stands	among	the	early	sparks	that	ignited	today's	growing	Christian	film	movement.	His
quest	to	visit	the	boys	from	the	photograph	is	defeated	at	every	turn;	he	feels	humiliated	and	unsure	about	how	to	proceed.	Original	title:	The	Cross	and	the	SwitchbladeCast	&	crewUser	reviewsTriviaIMDbProLong	before	faith-based	films	became	a	regular	feature	of	mainstream	movie	theaters,	there	was	The	Cross	and	The	Switchblade.	This	time,	he
is	inspired	to	fulfill	his	dream	of	establishing	a	drop-in	center	that	the	troubled	youth	of	the	area	could	use	as	a	resource,	a	shelter	from	the	horror	of	their	lives.	Who	the	gangs	hate	more	than	each	other,	however,	are	the	authorities.	I	met	Nicky	Cruz	not	long	ago	&	I	believe	meeting	him	&	hearing	the	story	from	him	made	the	movie	a	lot	more
meaningful	&	I	really	enjoy	it.	Several	of	them,	in	fact	(the	author	writes)	move	into	the	ministry.	With	nominal	funds,	insufficient	even	to	get	a	hotel	room	which	forces	him	to	sleep	in	his	car,	his	church	sends	him	to	New	York	City	to	bring	the	word	of	God	to	the	young	men	and	youth	of	the	Egyptian	Kings,	who	are	on	trial	for	their	violent	gang
activities.	—Huggo	OK,	I	agree,	the	movie	does	have	some	bad	acting	in	it	but	until	u	meet	the	actual	man	the	movie	has	a	lot	less	meaning	&	does	seem	a	bit	laughable.	An	epilogue	describes	how	that	work	is	expanding	to	other	large	cities	with	similarly	troubled	teen	gang	populations.	Wilkerson's	mission	to	tell	lost	and	hurting	young	people	that
there	was	a	better	way	through	Jesus	Christ,	blossomed	into	the	Times	Square	Church	and	the	international	ministry	of	World	Challenge	whose	mission	is	to	bring	lasting,	holistic	change	to	individuals	and	communities.	The	story	of	Pastor	David	Wilkerson	and	gang	member,	Nicki	Cruz.	Based	on	the	1963	autobiography,	of	the	same	name	by	David
Wilkerson,	the	film	depicts	the	unlikely	efforts	of	a	"skinny	country	preacher"	to	bring	change	to	the	desperate	lives	of	gang	members	living	and	dying	on	the	mean	streets	of	New	York	City.	Again	he	prays	and	realizes	he	is	being	"called"	to	move	to	the	city	to	begin	his	ministry	there	full	time.	He	and	his	messages	may	be	difficult	to	penetrate	into	the
groups,	but	the	general	consensus	is	that	if	he	can	get	through	to	Nicky	Cruz,	one	of	the	leaders	of	the	Mau	Maus,	he	will	be	able	to	get	through	to	anyone.	David	turns	his	attentions	to	the	two	gangs,	and	wants	them	to	know	that	God	loves	them	no	matter	who	they	are	or	what	they	do,	and	in	doing	so	will	guide	them	to	make	the	right	choices	in	life.
This	book	chronicles	the	spiritual	journey	undertaken	by	the	young	evangelical	pastor	of	a	small-town,	American	church	when	he	embarks	on	a	mission	to	help	the	members	of	troubled	street	gangs	in	New	York	City.	But	David	hopes	to	get	through	to	them	all,	at	his	own	risk,	especially	as	Nicky	continually	threatens	him.	The	Center,	and	the	author,
are	free	to	continue	their	work.	—Huggo	Long	before	faith-based	films	became	a	regular	feature	of	mainstream	movie	theaters,	there	was,	The	Cross	and	The	Switchblade.	Because	of	that	publicity,	David	meets	a	tough	street	youth	named	Little	Bo,	who	offers	to	introduce	David	to	the	main	gangs	still	out	on	the	streets,	namely	the	mixed	white	Mau
Maus,	and	the	predominantly	black	Bishops,	who	are	fighting	each	other	for	territory.	If	its	your	first	time	seeing	it,	keep	in	mind	that	it	is	a	true	story,	maybe	you	will	take	it	a	bit	more	seriously.	The	story	lives	on	in	the	book,	in	this	film	but	more	importantly	in	the	legacy	of	lives	transformed	by	the	message	that	no	one	is	ever	so	far	gone	that	they
cannot	find	the	way	home.	The	story	of	Pastor	David	Wilkerson	and	gang	member,	Nicki	Cruz.39User	reviews14Critic	reviewsDavid	Wilkerson	is	a	relatively	young	parish	priest	in	Philipsburg,	Pennsylvania.	Set	in	the	late	1950's	and	early	1960's,	the	narrative	traces	the	growth	of	his	ministry	from	personal,	one-on-one	encounters	into	a	thriving,
sometimes	miraculously	funded,	community	outreach	program.	The	author's	first	attempts	at	street	corner	evangelism	result	in	the	conversion	to	Christianity	of	a	couple	of	the	toughest	gang	leaders	in	the	city	-	and	the	resentment	of	others.	Be	the	first	to	contribute!	Just	click	the	"Edit	page"	button	at	the	bottom	of	the	page	or	learn	more	in	the
Synopsis	submission	guide.	David	hopes	God	will	be	their	salvation.	Although	this	1970	film	bears	the	style	of	a	different	era,	the	life-changing	solution	that	David	Wilkerson	brought	to	desperate	lives	remains	forever	relevant.	Another	that	he	sees	who	is	especially	in	trouble	is	Rosa,	Nicky's	"girl"	who	will	do	anything	to	get	the	money	to	get	her	two
injection	per	day	heroin	fixes.	At	one	point,	the	author	initiates	a	series	of	rallies	for	the	young	people,	which	are	at	first	sparsely	attended	and	raucous,	but	through	faith,	prayer	and	trust,	the	author	eventually	wins	the	gangs	over.	or	its	affiliates	Edit	Risti	ja	linkkuveitsi	(1970)	Jump	to:	Long	before	faith-based	films	became	a	regular	feature	of
mainstream	movie	theaters,	there	was	The	Cross	and	The	Switchblade.	Although	David	is	not	allowed	to	get	near	the	Egyptian	Kings,	his	trip	to	the	courthouse	does	garner	much	publicity.	And	just	try	to	block	out	the	bad	acting	in	some	points	of	the	movie	=)heavenzkiss777Jan	23,	2005See	detailed	box	office	info	on	IMDbProSuggest	an	edit	or	add
missing	contentBy	what	name	was	The	Cross	and	the	Switchblade	(1970)	officially	released	in	India	in	English?AnswerYou	have	no	recently	viewed	pages	Jump	to	ratings	and	reviewsA	young	preacher	from	the	Pennsylvania	hills	comes	to	New	York	City	and	influences	troubled	teenagers	with	his	inspirational	message.Christian	Nonfiction	Biography
Religion	©	1996-2014,	Amazon.com,	Inc.	I	suggest	that	if	you	get	a	chance	meet	the	man.	He	is	nevertheless	reminded	that	"the	Lord	works	in	mysterious	ways."	After	praying	for	further	guidance,	he	decides	to	visit	New	York	several	more	times,	becoming	more	aware	of	how	much	work	there	is	to	do	outside	the	particular	gang	he	initially	sought	to
help.	With	the	practical	support	of	his	wife	and	the	financial	support	of	some	wealthy	benefactors,	he	establishes	what	comes	to	be	known	as	the	Teen	Challenge	Center,	and	trains	young	students	from	Bible	colleges	across	the	country	in	the	specific	needs	and	circumstances	of	his	ministry.	David	Wilkerson	is	a	relatively	young	parish	priest	in
Philipsburg,	Pennsylvania.	The	book	begins	with	the	author's	description	of	the	photograph	(of	a	gang	of	teenagers	accused	of	killing	a	polio-stricken	fifteen	year	old)	that	eventually	led	him	to	change	his	life.	I	believe	his	story	can	really	change	lives,	something	definitely	changed	in	me	when	I	met	him.	He	also	gathers	allies,	fellow	ministers	eager	to
help	him	free	troubled	young	people	from	their	addictions	to	drugs,	sex	and	violence.	Among	those	whose	lives	were	transformed	was	the	notorious	gang-leader	Nicky	Cruz	who	went	on	to	lead	a	decades	long	outreach	to	gang	members	and	other	distressed	young	people.	If	you	haven't	seen	it	yet	I	suggest	you	do.	As	the	Center	establishes	itself	and
becomes	more	secure,	it	fosters	and	nurtures	young	people	from	the	street	as	they	awaken	to	a	new,	evangelically-based	spirituality.	On	his	first	trip	into	New	York,	the	author	discovers	the	depths	of	his	innocence	about	the	city,	its	justice	system,	and	above	all	the	nature	of	street	gangs.	He	writes	that	through	prayer,	he	came	to	believe	that	God's
will	for	him	was	to	travel	from	his	small	parish	in	rural	Pennsylvania	to	the	rough	streets	of	New	York	City.	The	film	was	made	squarely	within	the	Hollywood	system	yet,	was	set	apart	by	the	unashamedly	Christian	vision	of	its	producers.	As	the	author's	ministry	expands	and	as	he	encounters	increasing	success	with	his	techniques	of	reaching	out	to
young	people,	the	author	again	receives	what	he	believes	to	be	divine	guidance.	There	are	hardships	(lack	of	funds,	lack	of	food)	but,	the	author	writes,	the	Center's	needs	were	all	met	through	the	power	of	prayer.	Along	the	way,	the	book	explores	themes	relating	to	the	power	of	Christian	faith	and	the	causes	and	effects	of	drug	addiction.	Even
though	extended	negotiations	fail	to	win	a	full	reprieve	from	the	pending	payment	of	a	second	mortgage,	at	the	last	minute	(and	exactly	as	prayed	for)	a	donation	for	the	full	amount	of	the	mortgage	comes	in	from	a	wealthy	donor.	A	visit	to	his	grandfather,	a	retired	Pentecostal	preacher,	inspires	him	to	consider	broadening	his	mission	to	other
members	of	other	gangs.	—William	Carroll	It	looks	like	we	don't	have	a	Synopsis	for	this	title	yet.	And	fifty	years	later,	the	film,	for	all	its	retro	elements,	still	stands	up	to	scrutiny	as	a	well-written,	stylishly	produced	movie	featuring	sincerely	passionate	performances.
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